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February 2019       Volume 15, Number 1 
 
University Archives Collection Spotlight 
By Andrew Johnston, Asst. Dir. of Archives and Special Collections 
 
MEMORABILIA:  SCRAPBOOKS, 1890s-1970s (Accession W415.2-4D)  
 
The Winthrop Scrapbook Collection consists of 
scrapbooks and photograph albums created by 
Winthrop students. The scrapbooks offer a 
detailed snapshot of student life during the time 
period they were created. The scrapbooks contain 
photographs, event programs, invitations, 
newspaper clippings, handbooks, bulletins, 
correspondence, postcards, and memorabilia. The 
types of items included in these scrapbooks were 
limited only by the imagination of the student 
and are truly a treasure hunt. Researchers will 
find all manner of items from cigarettes, candy 
wrappers, rocks, leaves, and even teeth x-rays in 
the Winthrop Scrapbook Collection! 
 
 
 
1926-Ball Scrapbook 
    
1920-Dantzler Scrapbook     1942-Littlejohn Scrapbook 
 
For more information on the Manuscript Collection, contact Andrew Johnston, Asst. Director of Archives and Special Collections at 
(803) 323-2334 or archives@winthrop.edu. 
 
 
Quote of the Quarter  
 
Dr. Dorothy Perry Thompson [1944-2002] Winthrop English Professor and Coordinator of 
the African American Studies program wrote in the introduction to her book of poetry Hurrying the 
Spirit: Following Zora,  
 
 In the anthropological study Mules and Men, Harlem Renaissance writer 
Zora Neale Hurston’s first sentence is “I was glad when somebody told me ‘You 
may go and collect Negro folklore.’” In my mind, this statement always had been 
reminiscent of the biblical “I was glad when they said. . . let us go into the house of 
the Lord,” the call to worship in the Baptist church I grew up in. Zora’s sentence 
is like a call to the reader to come in and witness/worship the richness of Black 
folk. Her “somebody” gave her permission to record complex layers of stories, 
rituals, and various habits so palpably speaking of a people’s soul that the 
collective body becomes spiritual, almost sacred in the cultural history it captures. 
--Dr. Dorothy Perry Thompson—2002 
 
For more information concerning the Quote of the Quarter please contact Gina White at (803) 323-2334 or whitegp@winthrop.edu. 
 
Louise Pettus Papers 
 By Carson Cope, Processing Archivist, Louise Pettus Papers 
 
 Are you researching family history in the Catawba Region of South Carolina? If so, the 
Louise Pettus Papers is a collection for you. The Pettus Papers offer a large amount of material 
pertaining to families in the York, Lancaster and Chester County area in South 
Carolina and the Mecklenburg and Union County area in North Carolina. The 
collection includes information on a variety of local surnames such as Coffey, Collins, 
Cureton, Kimbrell, Knox, Morrow, Nisbet, Spratt, Starnes, family, and Thornwell just 
to name a few. The material consists of primarily photocopies of older documents and 
include items such as notes on the families, family group records, pedigree charts, 
family Bible records, family publications, and other similar items. Currently, there are 
twenty-one boxes in the collection that contain genealogical materials. This means that 
there are roughly 10,500 sheets of paper for researchers to peruse that concern local 
families. Though the genealogical materials are still in the process of being organized, 
much of this portion of the collection has already been sorted and is ready for 
researchers. If you are interested in local families, do not hesitate to come in today and check out what the 
Louise Pettus Papers has to offer! 
 
For more information on the Louise Pettus Papers contact Carson Cope at archives@winthrop.edu or (803) 323-2334. 
 
A Century Ago… 
From The Semi-Weekly News (Chester, S.C.) February 16, 1917 
 
York County News Items 
 A bridge over King’s Creek built by York County on the King’s 
Mountain battle ground road between the town of King’s Mountain and the 
battleground, has been completed. The bridge which is 110 feet long cost 
about $350. The material was voluntarily contributed by the residents living 
along the road. 
 
The section of map is from York County Map 1910—to view record click here (Accession 699 M315-366) 
 
Rare Book Collection Spotlight 
By Gina Price White, Dir. of Archives and Special Collections 
 
 
The Scots Magazine 1761 
 
 The Pettus Archives recently received a bound copy of The Scots Magazine 
from 1761. The volume includes each issue from each of the 12 months of that year. 
The Scots Magazine is the oldest magazine in the world that is still in publication. It 
was established in 1739 and continued publication until 1826. It resumed publication 
from 1887 through 1893, resumed again between 1922 and 1924, and finally again in 
1927 from which point it has continually been published. The Scots Magazine vol. 23 
1761 contains articles of interest to the Scots concerning not only Scotland but also 
Great Britain, Europe, America, and other parts of the world. Topics include the 
coronation of George III; the marriage of George III; the Cherokees in South 
Carolina; the East Indies; marriages, births, and deaths; crimes and trials, 
Highlanders, medical discoveries and treatments, and many other subjects.  
 Topics relating to South Carolina include: colonial governor William Henry 
Lyttleton’s speech to the Commons house of Assembly on March 26; an account of 
the “most violent whirlwind” (tornado of June 1761); and the terms of peace granted 
to the Cherokees. 
The subjects covered are wide and varied and can be used for historical research as well as genealogical 
research. 
 The tables of content and an index are available on the Digital Commons record (Scots Magazine). 
 
For more information on the Rare Book Collection, contact Gina White, Director of Archives and Special Collections at (803) 323-
2334 or archives@winthrop.edu. 
 
 
A Century Ago… 
 
From The Chester News February 14 1919 
 
At Some of the Fancy Dress Dances “They” Wear Only Highly 
Colored Pajamas 
London, Feb. 11—The agitation by the women of New York for 
dress reform is exciting much interest here. The cigarette habit, which is 
growing among women, especially those who have been engaged in war 
industries, is provoking as much criticism as are the garments some 
women are wearing. 
 Many persons attending jazz dances lately have been astonished by 
some of the costumes displayed; other have been shocked at fancy dress 
dances by the scantiness of attire, especially by the ladies who wore only highly colored pajamas. 
 Because many members of the Young Women’s Christian Association [Y.W.C.A.] demand that 
smoking be prohibited in that organization’s hotels, there is danger that the association may be disrupted. 
Smoking rooms are requested by many other members of the Y. W. C. A. Physicians say there has never been 
so much smoking by women as at present. It is a common experience to see well dressed women smoking as 
they walk away from theatres in the evening with their male escorts, and even in daylight it is common to see 
women smoking in limousines or taxicabs. 
 The great popularity of cocktails is traced by physicians to this overindulgence in cigarettes. 
 
 
News Flash from the Past 
By Gina Price White, Dir. of Archives and Special Collections 
 
 The following article appeared in the February 14, 1919 issue of Winthrop’s first newspaper, 
Winthrop Weekly News 
 
 “For the past few years, the Chilean government has made a practice of sending five or six 
representatives to the United States to study in our institutions of learning. The most brilliant students attending 
the University of Chile are chosen to receive this appointment. Just now, there are two at Columbia University, 
one at Harvard, one at the University of Wisconsin, one at the University of Pennsylvania, and one at Winthrop. 
Miss Mercedes Manosalva now has the honor of representing her government here. Miss Philomena Plaza held 
this appointment formerly for two years at Winthrop. Miss Plaza is now teaching in the University of Iowa. 
Recently Miss Manosalva has been invited to take a position on the faculty of the summer school of Cornell 
University. In writing Miss Manosalva, the University [Cornell] states that there is no woman on its staff in 
Romance Languages, but that it desires to secure someone who can give readings or talks in Spanish illustrative 
of Spanish-American life. Miss Manosalva has accepted the position.” 
 
 Winthrop had a relationship with the University of Chile to supply students to teach 
Spanish, from 1916 through 1925. There were at least 8 young women who came to Winthrop from 
Chile to teach and take classes. Miss Manosalva arrived in Rock Hill in mid-August 1918 via New 
Orleans. She taught Spanish and French for the academic year and left Winthrop in the summer of 
1919. Manosalva went on to the University of Indiana to study where she received her Bachelor of 
Arts in June 1920. She got a Master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin in June 1921. While 
attending classes she taught at not only the universities of Indiana and Wisconsin but also at 
Cornell. Correspondence indicates that she applied for a position in the Chicago Public Schools but 
we do not know if she ever taught there. The file contains one letter to Winthrop from Manosalva 
(Mrs. Mercdes Manosalva v. de Torres) dated August 5 1957. She was serving as the Principal of 
the Liceo de Niñas de Angol. The letter was a request for a transcript of her studies at Winthrop in 
order that she might apply for a higher position in her school. The photograph of Manosalva accompanying this article 
is from the University of Indiana ca. 1920. 
 
For more information on the Winthrop newspaper files in the Archives contact Gina Price White, Dir. of Archives at (803) 323-
2334 or archives@winthrop.edu. 
 
 
New Collection Spotlight 
By Kaitlin Burdette, Archivist 
 
Laura Tate Pearson Letters: Burke County, North Carolina 
 
John B. Bowen, III recently gave the Pettus Archives a copy of a transcription 
of the letters of Laura Tate Pearson of Burke County, N. C. by Myrtle N. Bridges that 
he annotated.  
In his introduction, Mr. Bowen writes “Laura Tate Pearson of Morganton, N. C. 
(Burke County) wrote 36 letters to Captain Neill W. Ray in Fayetteville, N.C. 
(Cumberland County) from December 31st, 1875 until March 30th, 1878, shortly before 
they were married. During that time she was caring for her mother, Jennie Sophronia 
Tate, until her death in October 1877. Laura and her mother lived with Laura’s sister 
Jane Sophronia Pearson and family. Jane was married to Samuel McDowell Tate and 
they had two daughters at the time, Claude and Maude. She often mentioned members of the Ray, Pearson, 
Tate, Erwin, and Vance families. . . . My great-great-great grandmother was Eliza Ann Pearson who was born 
in 1811 in Burke County, N.C., married Benjamin Neely in 1830, and died in 1886 in Yorkville, S.C. Eliza 
Ann Person was Laura Tate Pearson’s aunt. Therefore, our common ancestors are Isaac Pearson (1778-1837) 
and his wife Elizabeth Caldwell (1777-1855).” 
The volume also includes a list of persons named in the letters, places mentioned in the letters, and a 
genealogy of related families. Family names include Pearson, Tate, Neely, Ray, and Moore. 
 John B. Bowen has also donated a number of other items to the Pettus Archives including the Bowen-
Moore Family Papers (Acc. 1512) that relate to the Laura Pearson letters. To see the record and finding aid for 
this collection, click here: Bowen-Moore Family. 
 
 
For further information, please contact Kaitlin Burdette, Archivist at (803) 323-2334 or archives@winthrop.edu. 
 
  
 
Photographs of the Quarter  
By Brittany S. Pigford, Archivist 
 
Mai Rutledge Smith Johnson 
 
You will often see or hear stories about Winthrop’s founder and first 
president, David Bancroft Johnson, but how much do you know about his 
wife, Mai Rutledge Smith Johnson? 
Mai Rutledge Smith was born on January 3, 1878 in Charleston, SC.  
Mai’s ancestors include Edward Rutledge, one of S. C.’s four signers of the 
Declaration of Independence. Mai was an orphan and a ward of her uncle, 
Col. Benjamin Smith. She decided to go to college, major in business, and 
become a stenographer to support herself. Mai arrived at Winthrop in 1897.  
After earning her stenography certificate, Mai went to work in 
Columbia for the SC Secretary of State, then for the Governor. But she 
dreamed of returning to Winthrop to work for the college. Johnson gave her 
a month’s trial, and then made her his full-time secretary. Who would have 
thought that five years after she entered Winthrop she would become Mrs. 
David Bancroft Johnson, wife of the college’s founder and first president. It 
has always been said that he dictated his proposal while they were at work in 
his office. Mrs. Johnson would never confirm or deny the story. She did say that she persuaded him to shave 
his full beard before marriage. They were married on August 6, 1902, she was 23 and he was 46. They 
eventually had three children, Suzanne, who was blind and diabetic; D. B. “Banny,” also blind and had a 
clubfoot; and Burgh, who became an insurance executive in New York. 
Her husband’s position required Mrs. Johnson to do a great deal of entertaining. She was a gracious 
hostess for groups of students, faculty, the board of trustees (who often came for four-or five-day stints), and 
many visitors, including President William Howard Taft, William Jennings Bryan, Jane Addams of Hull 
House, Amelia Earhart, Will Rogers and numerous singers, musicians and lecturers who came to Winthrop to 
perform. 
After Dr. Johnson’s death in 1928, “Mrs. Debe” became breadwinner for herself and two of her 
children by working as an associate librarian in the college library. The state changed the retirement law to 
allow her to work past the age of 72. She worked at the library until the age of 91. 
Mai Rutledge Smith Johnson outlived her husband by 50 years and died on her 100th birthday, 
January 3, 1978. She is buried in Winthrop’s Little Chapel beside her husband. 
 
The Louise Pettus Archives has a delightful oral interview with Mrs. Johnson available on Digital 
Commons at https://digitalcommons.winthrop.edu/oralhistoryprogram/262/. The interview was conducted by 
College Archivist Iva Bishop in 1964. Mrs. Johnson recounts her experiences as a student, the president’s 
wife, a mother, and her knowledge of events and life at Winthrop that covered, at that time, a 67 year period. 
                                
Mrs. Johnson and Daughter Suzanne, 1921                Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, early1900s 
 
     
 
                        
Mrs. Johnson working in Carnegie Library, 1955         Mrs. Johnson at the Little Chapel, 1968                                                         
 
 
For more information on the Photograph Collection, contact Brittany Pigford, Archivist at (803) 323-2334 or 
archives@winthrop.edu.   
  
 
 
From the Echo Chamber  
By Emily Cranwell Deinert, A/V Archivist 
 
History Intersections: Interview with Arnetta Gladden Mackey 
 
Black History Month and Women’s History Month are back to back, which 
makes this the perfect time to take a look at an oral history interview with Arnetta 
Gladden Mackey, one of the first African American students to attend Winthrop. 
Gladden Mackey started at Winthrop in August 1964 and graduated in 1968 with a 
degree in Biology.  
The Louise Pettus Archives is fortunate to have two oral histories with Gladden 
Mackey, but this article will focus on the one conducted in 1975 by Winthrop student 
Martha Williams. In that interview, Gladden Mackey recounts her childhood in York 
County and how she came to attend Winthrop. She grew up on a sharecropping farm 
and lived there until she turned 12, at which point her family moved to Rock Hill. She is the only one of her 
siblings to attend college because her family did not have the money to pay for college for her and her three 
brothers. Gladden Mackey was given a scholarship offer – the scholarship was made and started by Cecil 
Ivory, a prominent civil rights worker. Gladden Mackey says she probably “wouldn’t have gotten here either” 
if it weren’t for that scholarship. 
Gladden Mackey talks about how she felt when she received the scholarship: “It made me feel real 
good that I lived in a community or a town where people had that much trust in me… The black community 
entrusted in me the opportunity to come to Winthrop, and I think that impressed me more than Winthrop itself 
did.” Once she was on campus, Gladden Mackey explains that she did not face any overt hostility – “the 
whole time I was here, we didn’t have any harsh words or shown any kind of harsh reactions from anyone. If 
they didn’t want to associate with you, then they didn’t. It was as simple as that. And the ones that wanted to, 
then they did.”  
Just because her fellow students were not harsh to her, Gladden Mackey explained that her time at 
Winthrop was not without upsetting experiences. She recalls specifically how she and the other African 
American women attending with her (Delores Johnson Hurt and Sue Frances Meriwether Steed) were pulled 
aside before the traditional Blue Line procession: “The thing that upset us most was that we didn’t feel 
comfortable going to any of the church services in the area. You know they have the church line on Sundays. 
We were called into the Dean’s office, Dean 
Gibson’s office and we were advised we 
should not go to First Baptist… Evidently, I 
don’t know how they came to this decision, 
but it was decided we should go to Oakland 
Baptist… We didn’t participate in the church 
line as such, we were driven in the car. There 
were police standing everywhere, and I think 
that thing sticks out to me more than anything 
else. After that initial Sunday we returned, but 
we could feel the hostility in the air. You 
can’t really worship under those conditions.” 
Reflecting on her time at Winthrop, 
Gladden Mackey admitted that her time at 
Winthrop was not always a typical, enjoyable 
college experience: “I know I didn’t like it as 
much as I would have a black college, but 
whether that was because of the social life, 
which I’m sure was a big part of it or if it was 
just the absence of fellow black faces. With 
just two there, it really bothers you after a while. I didn’t dislike it to the point of leaving, but I wasn’t 
overjoyed by it either.” When Williams asks Gladden Mackey if she would do it all over again, Gladden 
Mackey admits under the exact same circumstances, as far as finances are concerned and if Winthrop was still 
an all-women’s college, she would not attend Winthrop, but this is because she believes co-education 
important because “in real life, a co-ed atmosphere is what you have to contend with, and I think this is what 
the school should reflect.”  
Arnetta Gladden Mackey’s oral history interview offers a frank reflection of her time at Winthrop in 
the 1960s and unflinchingly admits the problems with it, while explaining that her time at Winthrop was 
important and prepared her for the workforce. Black History Month and Women’s History Month remind us 
to pay attention to the real life experiences of those who lived through pivotal moments in our history, and the 
Louise Pettus Archives is happy to have Gladden Mackey and others’ oral histories help us remember and 
keep us grounded. 
 
If you would like to hear more from Arnetta Gladden Mackey or other oral history interviews, visit our Digital Commons site or 
contact Emily Deinert, A/V Archivist at deinertv@winthrop.edu or (803)323-2257. 
 
 
Collegiate Contemplations 
By Gina Price White, Dir., Archives and Special Collections 
 
In July 1968, Walt Schrader, a 56 year old biologist for the S.C. Wildlife Resources Commission filed 
a suit in federal court asking that Winthrop College grant academic degrees to men. Mr. Schrader met all the 
requirements to obtain his master’s degree from Winthrop but was denied because Winthrop’s charter 
permitted the granting of degrees to women only. Mr. Schrader was granted a degree on August 12, 1969 at 
Winthrop’s summer commencement ceremony. The Winthrop student body had quite a bit to say about 
coeducation at Winthrop, pro and con. Below is an editorial and cartoon from the February 17, 1969 issue of 
The Johnsonian. 
WC Coeducation Urged 
 
 We of the JOHNSONIAN have discussed, debated, fumed and fussed over one particular issue 
concerning Winthrop College for the past couple of years. Those of you who were here last year perhaps saw 
one extension of this staff debate in a column by Jacki Huggin. 
 This year, we have reached a mutual decision and have decided to make our 
ideas known about CO-EDUCATION.  WE ARE FOR IT.  Yes, despite all the 
arguments concerning tradition we think Winthrop should go coed.  
Now for our reasons. If Winthrop is to advance in the educational realm, she 
must change with the times. With growing college and universities enrollments, 
educational institutions should not be sexually segregated. South Carolina needs to 
utilize the facilities it has now. Why should taxpayers pay more money for 
additional coeducational colleges when WC could easily be transformed to a 
coeducational facility? 
South Carolina is beginning to feel cramped for educational space. Students 
who are not average or above average material are often turned away to make room 
for these average or above average students. Given the opportunity, some of these 
borderline students might succeed with the right initiatives. They should at least be given the opportunity to 
try. 
Another reason for coeducation is that the number of young men graduating from high schools in 
Rock Hill, York, and surrounding areas, who—if they leave home to attend Clemson, USC, Furman, etc.— 
would [rather] like to attend Winthrop as day students to save money. Presently, however, this is not possible. 
They can attend Winthrop, but, although they earn hours, they cannot graduate from WC. 
Alumnae shudder at the idea of coeducation. Some of them think free communication between 
Winthrop women and their professors would be prohibited with the presence of male students. Come on now. 
. .Fairest Flowers. . . very few women go throughout life without coming into contact with male opinions. The 
presence of men might just stimulate a greater flow of free communication between faculty and students at 
Winthrop. 
A change in college curriculum would probably be initiated with the arrival of men on campus. 
Greater specialization opportunities in most fields would be almost a necessity. Now, most courses are geared 
in teacher preparation. Journalism, political science, more chemistry and biology majors, and greater 
specialization in the business department would be only a few of the foreseen advances. 
For these reasons, we urge legislators to vote for coeducation. And to Mr. Schrader we say…GOOD 
LUCK!  Editor in Chief—Bidney Harrison 
        
 
 
For information on the Archives’ collections and holdings, how to donate historical material, or how you can help, contact: 
 
Louise Pettus Archives and Special Collections 
Telephone: (803) 323-2334 
E-Mail:archives@winthrop.edu Website: http://libguides.library.winthrop.edu/archives/home  
Click here for previous issues of Retrospect 
